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- Cow Talk

See page B8

. Young bulls into range of his bow.
He did it in two successive .

seasons.

The success story doesn't end
with the hunters either. Laubach
is seeing quite a return since the
days of inventing the call. “Cow
Talk” is selling like hotcakes to an
ever-hungry crowd of hunters
starving for a new trick to fool the
phantom.

Since the call hit the shelves,

Laubach said, facsimiles of his

call have cropped up in its wake.
However, he contends that his call
is much more adjustable and easy
to use than the others and that “it
is easy to duplicate but tough to be
an original — and we were the
m..mp..oanu with the plastic cow
call.

Laubach’s call has been a
godsend to elk hunters
everywhere. Its effectiveness is
attested to by the many hunters
who have found it invaluable in
the field.

_ In addition to its success at call-
ing cows and bulls away from the
herd, the call can be used in a
variety of hunting situations. An
advantage of the call is its
assurance to elk that its operator
is nothing more than another
member of the clan, thereby con-
cealing the hunter in his efforts to
get a good shot — whether with a
bow or rifle. The call can be ad-
justed to make a variety of sounds
and can be used in conjunction
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with a proper bugle to give the im-
pression of another herd in the

area.
Above all, the call’s greatest ad-

vantage is its calmi
elk. Hunters have
calm elk when they sense danger
or become suspicious.

>m§=_mu,u3_..ﬂ.wnu m,Bw_owmn
of the Department of Fish and
Game said he has used the call to
stop a bolting elk after hitting the
animal with an arrow.

“The elk stopped at the sound of
the call about 40 yards out and ap-
parently felt there was no danger
— he fell dead on the spot."”

The same archer used the call to
lure back a fleeing bull four times
within about five minutes. The
most amazing part of the story is
that the elk was being shot at
within each of the one minute in-
tervals with a high-powered rifle!

The advantage here is clear: If
the call is able to stop elk in sucha
manner, it will help insure that
there are fewer wounded or
needlessly lost animals. And hap-
pier hunters. _

Surely, ‘“Cow Talk’ has filled a
void in the elk call market.
Laubach reminds hunters,
though, that they cannot expect
miracles on the first time out.
Still, the call is relatively easy to
master. For most, the correct ex-
change of sounds can be learned
in just a few tries. An added bonus
is its effectiveness on other game
species.

Laubach has recently had suec-
cess calling cow moose with the
call while others claim it to be the
best coyote call on the market to-
day. As the call imitates a natural
sound of the woods, predators
such as the coyote, mountain lion,
bear and o curious game

animals will come to the sound. In
most instances, Laubach sug-
gested, elk and other ani
come to the call silently.

There is but one hitch in the
“Cow Talk’ story. Despite its un-
doubted usefulness to archery and
rifle hunters alike, users could
face the same problem in the
future that they have now with the
bugle. Elk may learn to differen-
tiate, even though the sound made
by Laubach’s call is so similar to
the real thing.

“How long it is going to take un-
til the elk wise up, [ don’t know,”
he said.

At this point, however, the call
remains one of the last defenses in
the trials of elk hunting. It has
given many hunters a sense of
mmmm?omwou .Em__mn otherwise in-
creasingly toughs

As for the EEW.MP recall that
“necessity is the mother of inven-
ﬂgt-

For more information about
“Cow Talk” calls, the video “Talk
to the Elk; ; and a book of th same
name recently written by Don
Laubach and Billings Gazette out-
door writer Marc Henckel, write
E.LK. Inc., Box 85, Gardiner,
Montana 59030 or (406) 848-7655.

Scott Morrison used the ‘‘Cow
Talk™ call along with voice grunts
to lure a cow elk to within 20 yards
and took it with an arrow this
seasom. —ed.



